
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 For Schools

1. Are there any Department of Defense (DOD) Schools in Hawaii?

No, all public schools are part of the Hawaii Department of Education. Hawaii is 
unique as there is only one statewide public school system in this state. School 
Principals report to their designated Complex Area Superintendents, who in turn, 
report to the State Superintendent of the Hawaii Department of Education 
(HIDOE). There are no independent school districts in Hawaii. 

2. We are PCSing to Hawaii; What school can my child attend?

Your child must attend school in the district where you live. See the School Site 
Locator tool:

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ParentsAndStudents/EnrollingInSchool/
Choosingasch ool/Pages/home.aspx.

For families hoping to live in Navy Family Housing, see the following for a list of 
schools per housing area: http://www.fcnavyhawaii.com/school-information

For families hoping to live in Air Force (Hickam) Housing who have elementary 
school (ES) aged children, there are 3 ESs (Hickam, Mokulele, & Nimitz) 
depending on your house location. Aliamanu Middle and Radford High Schools 
are the other schools for Hickam Housing.

3. What Do I Need to Register my Child for School in Hawaii?

Required registration documents are listed at:

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ParentsAndStudents/EnrollingInSchool/
HowToEnroll /Pages/home.aspx.

4. Can we Pre-enroll our Child for School Before we Arrive in Hawaii?

No, as the school your child can attend will be dependent on where you will live.

5. My Child is Currently in a Gifted and Talented Program; will the New 
School in Hawaii Accept His/Her Continued Placement in the Gifted and 
Talented Program?

Your child’s new school shall initially honor placement in educational programs 
based on current educational assessments conducted at your previous state’s 
school or participation and placement in like programs in the sending state; 
provided these programs exist in the new school. Programs include but are not 
limited to gifted and talented programs and English as a second language 
programs. Initial placement shall not preclude the new school from performing 
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subsequent evaluations to ensure your child’s appropriate placement. The new 
school may allow attendance at similar courses in the school district if it doesn’t 
offer such educational programs.

6. My High School Child is Currently taking Honors/AP Classes; Can He/
She continue in Hawaii?

Yes, see response to question 4 above.

7. I have a Special Needs Child with an (IEP); Will the New School Honor 
this IEP?

The new school shall initially provide comparable services to a student with 
disabilities based on the current IEP. Additionally, the school shall make 
reasonable accommodations and modifications to address the needs of incoming 
students with disabilities, subject to an existing section 504 or Title II Plan, to 
provide the student with equal access to education. The school can perform 
subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate placement of the student.

8. I received Family Housing; Can my Child Stay in His/Her School for the 
Rest of the School Year?

State law requires a student to attend the school in the geographic area of your 
residential location. GE requests to remain in this school may be considered by 
the current school principal.

9. How Can I Apply for a Geographic Exception (GE), So that my Child Can 
Attend a School Outside of Our District?

See GE request procedures at:

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ParentsAndStudents/EnrollingInSchool/
Pages/Geogra phic-exceptions.aspx.

10. Is Kindergarten (K) Full-Day, and What are the Age Requirements for 
Kindergarten Attendance?

K is full-day and mandatory for children who turn age 5 by July 31

(http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ParentsAndStudents/GradeLevelOverview/
Kinderga rten/Pages/home.aspx).

11. When Does School Start and End?

Schools start the first week of August and end the last week of May.

12. What are the Requirements for Home Schooling my Child?

Parents must submit a notice of intent with the local public school principal via 
DOE Form 4140

(http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ParentsAndStudents/EnrollingInSchool/
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Choosingasc hool/Pages/Homeschooling-FAQs.aspx) or a letter with the required 
information. See www.hawaiihomeschoolassociation.org and 
www.mhenoahu.org/ for more information.

13. How Do I Find Out Information Regarding Private Schools in Hawaii?

Many private schools are part of Hawaii Association of Independent Schools 
(www.hais.org).

14. What About Public Charter Schools?

Check out http://hawaiicharterschools.com/.

15. Are There Free Tutoring Services for Military Children?

Yes at www.tutor.com/military. Real tutors helping in over 80 subjects.

Please call the School Liaison Office at (808) 306-9247 or email at 
NRHSLO@navy.mil for more info and see http://www.greatlifehawaii.com/family-
support/school-liaison-office and join the Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Child & 
Youth Programs Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
515235949103385/ resources and updates.
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